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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-45 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-1 1 , 14-21 , 23-26, 29-36, 38-41 and 44-45 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zabetian (U.S. Patent 6,327,656) and further 
in view of Smith et al. (U.S. Patent 5,790,790). 

Regarding claims 1-2, 16-17, and 31-32, Zabetian discloses a system for 
electronic document certification and verification, including the means for receiving 
document data (column 14, lines 61-66), data registration control means for recording 
the certification time of the received document (element 256 of Figure 2), and a 
certificate issuing means for verifying the certification time upon request (element 260 of 
Figure 2). Zabetian does not teach that the documents it processes are published. 
However, Smith discloses a system to deliver electronic documents to one or more 
recipients that comprises at least one server that transmits documents submitted by 
users (Smith, column 2, lines 20-31 and elements 12[a-n] of Figures 1 and 2). This act 
constitutes "publishing" under the broadest possible definition of the term. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to modify the invention disclosed by Zabetian to publish copies of a document to 
be certified to one or more recipients in addition to the original user, if the user so 
chose. It would be faster and more convenient, as the user would not have to wait for a 
response from the certifying server before manually sending the time-stamped 
document back into the public network for publication. 

Regarding claims 3-6, 18-21, and 33-36, Zabetian discloses that a digital 
signature is created from the submitted document [claims 3, 18, and 33], and that the 
certificate, along with the date of certification [claims 4, 19, and 33] and a serial number 
[claims 5-6, 20-21 , and 35-36], are all provided to the user (Zabetian, column 12, lines 
49-58). 

Regarding claims 8-10, 23-25, and 38-40, Zabetian teaches that a client can be 
connected to the server by the Internet, which was well known as a public network 
(Zabetian, column 3, lines 57-63). Examiner takes Official Notice that the Internet is a 
form of mass media, evidenced by the ever-increasing amount of web pages and 
assorted interactive content that was available even at the time the invention was made. 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 26, and 41 , note that the invention of Zabetian as modified 
by Smith above would allow for the delivery of documents from one end-point to a 
multitude of endpoints (Smith, column 3, lines 47-49). This constitutes "broadcasting" 
under the broadest definition of the term. 

Regarding claims 14, 29, and 44, Zabetian teaches that a client emails a 
document to be certified over the Internet (Zabetian, column 2, lines 1-2 and also 
column 6, lines 21-22). 
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Regarding claims 15, 30, and 45, Smith teaches a reporting mechanism that can 
provide a full report of a given transaction, including information on who received a 
given document (Smith, column 1 1 , lines 46-52). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a 
reporting mechanism such as the one disclosed by Smith into the invention disclosed by 
Zabetian. Maintaining access logs and supplying reports based on said access logs 
would be beneficial for statistical purposes, such as keeping track of which documents 
were the most popular (e.g., most often verified) on a given server. 

4. Claims 7, 22, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Zabetian and Smith as applied to claims 2, 17, and 32 above, 
and further in view of RFC 1521 ("MIME (Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions): 
Mechanisms for Specifying and Describing the Format of Internet Message Bodies"). 

Neither Zabetian nor Smith explicitly teach that the documents processed by their 
respective inventions have the format altered when the format of the document data is 
not in a predetermined format. However, it should be noted that Zabetian allows a user 
to submit a document for certification by sending it through email (Zabetian, column 6, 
lines 21-22; column 7, lines 19-21). Email, as sent over the Internet, adhered to the 
standards laid out in the RFC documents cited here and elsewhere in this Action; this 
remains true even today. Of particular relevance is the fact that various types of binary 
data to be sent over email are encoded into a format known as Base64 encoding so as 
to be compatible with existing email systems (RFC 1521, "Introduction" pg.3, 2 nd 



Application/Control Number: 09/766,641 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2135 

paragraph; and also "Base64 Content-Transfer-Encoding" pp. 21-22). Given that 
standards-based email is a component of the invention disclosed by Zabetian (column 
5, lines 41-43), that Smith teaches that binary files are valid documents that can be 
published by that system (Smith, column 3, lines 47-51), and that the server would be 
required to convert any incoming documents from base64 encoding to a predetermined 
format (RFC 1521, Appendix A, pg. 60, "Recognize the Content-Transfer-Encoding..."), 
it can thus be argued that Zabetian as modified by Smith contains the limitation recited 
in these claims. Even were that not so, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include this feature, as this method 
allows for documents in other formats besides ASCII text to be submitted for digital 
signing and time-stamping. 

5. Claims 12, 27, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Zabetian and Smith as applied to claims 10, 25 and 40 above, and 
further in view of LaMarca et al. (U.S. Patent 6,279,013). 

Neither Zabetian nor Smith teach that the published document can be output as 
a newspaper. However, LaMarca discloses an interactive newspaper that is composed 
on a computer and then printed out for a user (LaMarca, column 4, lines 41-45; and also 
column 5, lines 8-11). Furthermore, it should be noted that the invention disclosed by 
Smith allows for published documents to be printed on a printer (Smith, column 3, lines 
47-51 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to print documents that have been time-stamped by the 
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combination of Zabetian and Smith either as a part or as the whole of a newspaper, as 
taught by LaMarca. By providing hard copies of documents, people who do not have 
convenient access to a computer will still be able to make use of them; furthermore, 
newspapers were well known to those of ordinary skill in the art as a common and 
popular means of disseminating information. 

6. Claims 13, 28, and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Zabetian and Smith as applied to claims 2, 17, and 32 above, and 
further in view of Rivette et al. (U.S. Patent 5,623,679). 

Both Zabetian and Smith are silent regarding the potential content of any 
document to be processed by their respective systems. Consider the patent documents 
issued by this Office; by definition, a patent describes an idea or invention created by 
one or more inventors (persons) for the purposes of establishing the right of exclusive 
use of said idea or invention for a limited time, and that such documents must by 
necessity be available to the public. Furthermore, it was well known at the time of the 
invention disclosed by Applicant that patent documents could be processed and 
displayed electronically (Rivette, column 2, lines 54-66). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to expressly 
permit patent documents as a valid type of document to be processed by the invention 
disclosed by Zabetian in view of Smith. One would be motivated to do so because any 
second-hand copy of a patent document might have been altered during its lifetime; by 
stamping the publication time and digital signature on an electronic copy and comparing 
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the stamp against the plaintext date already included on the patent document, one can 
more easily detect any unauthorized modifications to that copy. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• RFC 821 ("Simple Mail Transfer Protocol") Postel, Jonathan B. August 1982. 

• RFC 822 ("Standard for the Format of ARPA Internet Text Messages") Crocker, 
David H. August 13, 1982. 

• U.S. Patents 6,742,1 19; 6,584,466; 6,314,425; 6,289,460; 6,263,438; 5,923,763, 
5,781,629; 5,781,629; 5,136,647; and Re. 34,954. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom Gyorfi whose telephone number is (571) 272-3849. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 4:30pm Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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